May 15, 2009
Dear Parent,

We are currently studying the Vietnam War in U.S. History.  The California State Standards require that we not only teach about the conflict, but the rise of the protest movement in the U.S.  

To understand why Vietnam Veterans began protesting the war in the early 1970’s I feel it is important for students to see what soldiers may have experienced in the Vietnam War.  Platoon is an excellent film to aid in the discussion of soldier’s differing experiences in Vietnam.  The only problem is the film is rather graphic and contains profane language, and is therefore assigned the appropriate rating “R”.

With your permission, your child will view the last hour of the film.  If you have any questions please feel free to contact me at:  757-5400 ext. 377 or email at kwilliams@djusd.k12.ca.us
Sincerely,

Kevin Williams

U.S. History

Davis Senior High School

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Student Name:_____________________________

____   My child has permission to watch Platoon
____  I would like my student to have an alternate assignment

______________________________________


(Parent Signature)

______________________________________


(Printed Parent name)

Part I - Presidential Views of Vietnam - 1953-1971
PRESIDENT EISENHOWER, 1953 
Now let us assume that we lose Indochina. If Indochina goes, several things happen right away. The Kra Peninsula, the last little bit of land hanging on down there, would be scarcely defensible. The tin and the tungsten that we so greatly value from that area would cease coming. But all India would be out-flanked. Burma would certainly, in its weakened condition, be no defense.  So you see, somewhere along the line this must be blocked. It must be blocked now. Now that's what the French are doing. So when the United States votes $400 million to help that war we're not voting for a give-away program; we're voting for the cheapest way that we can prevent the occurrence of something that would be of the most terrible significance to the United States of America. Our security!
KENNEDY, September 2, 1963 

...If we withdrew from Vietnam, the Communists would control Vietnam. Pretty soon Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, Malaya would go. 

JOHNSON, August 2, 1965 

...If this little nation goes down the drain and can't maintain her independence, ask yourself, what's going to happen to all the other little nations? 

NIXON, March 22, 1971 

...If the United States now were to throw in the towel and come home and the Communists took over South Vietnam, then all over Southeast Asia, all over the Pacific, in the Mideast, in Europe, in the world, the United States would suffer a blow. And peace -- because we are the great peace-keeping nation in the world today, because of our power -- would suffer a blow from which it might not recover.

Questions

1.  What common belief was held by all four American presidents – Eisenhower, Kennedy, Johnson and Nixon?

2.  What specific event(s) that we’ve already studied do you think led all four to such an assessment?

3.  As a result of the commonly held beliefs of Eisenhower, Kennedy, Johnson and Nixon, what do you suppose would be the U.S. response to the spread of communism in Vietnam?

4.  Name one idea contained in Nixon’s assessment that are still held today.  Give a concrete example to prove that his ideas are alive and well in U.S. foreign policy

Part II - American Intervention in Vietnam (The American Vision Chapter 17, Section Two)
1.  Discuss two factors that led many Vietnamese to end their support for the Ngo Dinh Diem (the American-supported leader of South Vietnam

2.  What event took place in August 1964 which led to increased American involvement in Vietnam?  How did Congress respond to this event?

3.  Read the short quote from McGeorge Bundy on page 781.  What factors does he cite in advising President Johnson to be involved in Vietnam?

Read “A Bloody Stalemate Emerges” (pgs. 781-783 in your textbook, The American Vision) and read the following selection to answer questions 3-5:

US policy was to reduce US casualties to the lowest possible level by using equipment and technology as a substitute for men wherever this could be done. Thus the US used artillery, bombing planes, and air spraying of herbicides to do jobs that the French or the Saigon government would have had to do with men on the ground. This was effective in saving American lives--the number of Americans who died was very small relative to the number of enemy soldiers the Americans killed--but the large-scale use of artillery and air power also caused much harm to the civilian population in the countryside, and it was not always effective in destroying Communist forces. 

The way the Americans used the air made the war very different from the one the French had fought before 1954. There was no area in South Vietnam that the Americans could not, if they chose, bomb very heavily when Communist units were spotted there…South Vietnam became, by a wide margin, the most heavily bombed country in the history of the world; the use of US air power was almost unlimited in South Vietnam from 1965 until the beginning of 1973. 

The US was more cautious, however, about bombing North Vietnam, for a variety of reasons including fear of provoking China and the Soviet Union into entering the war. US pilots were allowed to bomb the southern half of North Vietnam pretty freely from 1965 to 1968, but were kept narrowly limited in the northern half, near the Chinese border. US bombing of North Vietnam hardly happened at all from late 1968 through 1971; it resumed in 1972, this time with fewer restrictions about what could be done in the northern half of the country. 

4.  What was the American military strategy in Vietnam?  Why did they use this strategy?

5.  Why didn’t the U.S. bomb North Vietnam?  Why does this suggest a flaw in war strategy?

6.  Discuss 4 factors that made the North Vietnamese (and by extension their South Vietnamese guerillas, the Vietcong) formidable opponents.
Part III - Platoon Video Questions
1.  Taylor (as narrator) says this as they approach the village scene intended to be reminiscent of My Lai:  “The village, which had stood for maybe a thousand years, didn't know we were coming that day. If they had, they would've run. Barnes was the eye of our rage. And through him, our captain Ahab, we would set things right again. That day we loved him."  Why were the men full of rage, and why did Barnes need to “set things right again”?

2.  How did Barnes ultimately deal with Elias?  Explain.

3.  At the end of the film, Taylor says “The war is over for me now, but it will always be there the rest of my days. As I am sure Elias will be - fighting with Barnes for what Rhah called possession of my soul. There are times since I have felt like the child born of those two fathers."  Is this fair – was Taylor influenced by both Barnes and Elias?  Give examples to prove both sides.
4.  What do you think Taylor meant by the following quote – the last line of the entire film?

“But be that as it may, those of us who did make it have an obligation to build again. To teach to others what we know, and to try with what's left of our lives to find a goodness and a meaning to this life.”

5.  After watching the film, you’ve undoubtedly noticed the difficulties soldier’s faced fighting in this war?  What are FOUR significant difficulties faced by soldiers?  

6.  Which difficulties were unique to the Vietnam War?  Why?

Part IV - The 20th Century Anti-War Protests
1. How could you avoid being drafted?

2.  Why were African American Civil Rights leaders vocal opponents of the Vietnam War?

3.  What was the significance of the killings at Kent State?

4.  What events (PICK AT LEAST THREE) that led to the growth of the protest movement?

Part V - Video Questions – Vietnam Vets

1.  Why did veterans face difficulties when they returned home from people back in America? 

2.  Why did more soldiers survive their battlefield wounds in Vietnam than in any other American War?

3.  What other difficulties were faced by veterans – aside from treatment by other Americans?

