The West – A Geography of Hope?

Race and Social Justice in U.S. History
Part I - The West – The Frontier and the Possiblities of Success

Read Chapter 3, Section One and Two to answer the following questions:

1.  How was the West beneficial for the following groups:


a.  Miners


b.  Ranchers


c.  Railroad owners


d.  Farmers (Homesteaders)

2.  What difficulties (if any) did the above groups encounter in the West?  Were the difficulties significant enough to cause failure?  Explain.
Part II - The West:  A Geography of Hope? – Video and Questions
1.  Who was Benjamin Pap Singleton?  Was the West a “Geography of Hope” for Exodusters?

2.  What problems were face by Homesteaders?  Was the West a “Geography of Hope” for Homesteaders?

3.  What was the purpose of putting Indians on Reservations?  Was the West a “Geography of Hope” for Indian peoples in the West?

4.  What caused the cattle boom in the West?  How and why did the West turn from a “Geography of Hope” for cattle ranchers to a “Geography of Despair”?

5.  What caused the population boom in L.A. in the 1870s?  Who lost “hope” in Los Angeles due to this population boom?

6.  Who were the Friends of the Indian?  How did Frank Cushing contrast the beliefs of the Friends of the Indian?

7.  What false stereotypes were created and perpetuated by Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show?  
8.  After reading “Circle the Wagons, Boys-It’s Tourist Season, Almo, Idaho”, discuss the effect of stereotypes on the events in Almo, Idaho.
The West – Native American Experience in History and Modern Times
1.  Read pgs. 228-29 in A Different Mirror.  What was the Ghost Dance?  What message did it send to Native Americans?
2.  Read “Invigorated old heathen ideas” on pgs. 135-36 in Race Relations in America.  What did Bishop Hare think should be done in response to the Ghost Dance? Would Dr. Valentine McGillicudy (from A Different Mirror reading) have agreed?  Explain.
3.  Now read pgs. 229-231 in A Different Mirror. How did the United States respond to Ghost Dancers at Wounded Knee?  Why was Wounded Knee so significant?

4.  Now read “Wealth Breeds Poverty of the Soul”.  How have casinos had a positive effect on Native Americans?  How have the historical experiences of Native Americans continued to affect them to this day?

Overall Evaluation

Overall, which groups viewed the West as a Geography of Hope?  Which viewed the West as a Geography of Despair?  Were you surprised by your answers?  Explain why or why not.
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