The Era of Reconstruction

Race and Social Justice in U.S. History
Part I - Reconstruction Phase 1 - Presidential Reconstruction and Life of the Freedmen

1.  Read pgs. 219-221 in your textbook, The American Vision and answer the following question:  How did Andrew Johnson’s Reconstruction plan differ from Abraham Lincoln’s?

2.  Read “A Letter To My Old Master”  and answer the following questions:
a.  What does Jourdon see as “fair” before he would consider going back to work for his old master?

b.  Comment on the tone of Jourdon’s letter.  Why do you think the letter is written in this tone?

c.  What does Jourdon calculate as his backwages?  Do you think he believes his former master would agree?  If not, then why would Jourdon bother writing this letter?

Now read “Edwin H. McCaleb to T.P. Chandler, 1865” and answer the questions that follow:
d.  What aspects of Reconstruction does McCaleb (who was willing to accept defeat and even supported Lincoln) NOT ACCEPT?  How does his attitude foreshadow difficulties for race relations?
3.  Read pgs. 134-135 in A Different Mirror.  What aspects (you need to mention specifics) of post Civil War life made freedmen (former slaves) write the short folk song:  “Slabery an freedom, Dey’s mos’ de same, No difference hahdly, Cep’ in de name.”?

Part II - Reconstruction Phase 2 - Congressional Reconstruction

Read pgs. 221-225 in your textbook, The American Vision and answer the following questions:

1.  What were “black codes”?  What purpose did they serve?

2.  What events allowed Congress to take control of the process of Reconstruction (they took control away from President Johnson)?

3.  What does the map on pg. 222 show?

4.  How was a freedman’s life different under Congressional Reconstruction as opposed to Presidential Reconstruction?

Part III - Ulysses S. Grant and Reconstruction - Video Questions 

1.  Why did riots break out between white and blacks in the South after the Civil War?

2.  What was Grant’s campaign slogan in 1868?  Why did he choose this slogan?

3.  What other events were occurring during Grant’s Presidency that might divert attention away from the pressing needs of social Reconstruction?

4.  Why did Grant want to acquire the Dominican Republic?  What came of his plan?

5.  What was the purpose of the KKK and terrorism in the South?  How did Grant react?

Part IV - Reconstruction Phase III Redemption and the Birth of the “New South”
1.  Read pgs. 224-225 in your textbook, The American Vision.  How did Democrats regain strength following Congressional Reconstruction?

2.  What was sharecropping?

3.  Read “It is essential to just government we recognize the equality of all men before the law” (1875), on pgs. 113-114 in Race Relations in America.  How did the Civil Rights Act of 1875 add to the freedom and equality of black Americans?

4.  Read “Running the slavery argument into the ground” (1883) on pgs. 114-115 in Race Relations in America.  What argument did the Supreme Court make in saying that blacks could not be protected against racial discrimination?

5.  Watch a short clip of the film Birth of A Nation.  What were some stereotypes of black Americans that you saw in the film Birth of a Nation?

b. Why do you think Southerners supported these stereotypes of black Americans?

6.  Read “White Declaration of Independence” (below).  What arguments were presented by the residents of Wilmington, North Carolina?

Part V – The Struggle for Civil Rights Continues:  Ida B. Wells, Washington and DuBois and Realities of Jim Crow

1. After watching the video “Ida B. Wells:  A Passion For Justice” answer the following question: Who was Ida B. Wells?  What THREE techniques did she use to fight for civil rights for black Americans?

2.  What did Booker T. Washington think blacks needed to do to improve relations with white people?  How did W.E.B. DuBois differ with Washington?  (in class handout)
3.  After watching the video “Emmit Till” discuss the realities of life for black Americans living in the Jim Crow South.

