Assignment #:________




Personal Letter of Appeal

Imagine that you could write to anyone in the world, and ask for anything.  Who would you write to, and what would you ask for?  In the space provided, please write that letter.

Dear___________________________,

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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_____________________________________________________________________________________
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_____________________________________________________________________________________
Letters to Mrs. Roosevelt

1st Letter                                                                                                                            Sikeston, Missouri


January 20, 1938

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt, 

I am writing this letter in hopes that you will answer in my favor.

My father H.C. has been in bed from a stroke for almost a year. We have no money and my brother works but makes $3.00 a week and there are eight in our family.

My step-mother is very good to me and I try to help her. She takes in washings and I have to walk for six or eight blocks and then carry the washings home. I have to go of a morning before school and it has been very cold here. If you could send me a bicycle to ride when I go after washings for her I shall appreciate it. I am in eighth grade at school and work very hard to make passing grades. The Principal of the school bought two of my sisters and me a pair of slippers so we would not have to stay at home. If you would do this for me I shall be able to help my step-mother more. If you send me one I would like a girls bicycle. I am about 4 feet 3 inches tall so if you send me one you can judge as to what size.

Loving and appreciating-

A.L.C.

Reply to the letter:

January 25, 1938

My dear A.L.C.:

Mrs. Roosevelt asked me to acknowledge your letter. She is very sorry to hear of your parent’s difficulties but regrets that she cannot do as you ask. She receives so many requests similar to yours that she finds it impossible to comply with them, much as she would like to do so. 

With many regrets, I am

Very sincerely yours, 

Malvina T. Scheider

Secretary to 

Mrs. Roosevelt

2nd Letter                                                                                                                  Mason, Wisconsin

      January 9, 1934

Dear Mrs. F. Roosevelt, 

I suppose you’ll be kind of surprised to hear from a poor little girl. I am ten years old. On Christmas eve I had wished for Santa Clause to come but my mama said the chimney was blocked &he couldn’t come, so I had a poor Christmas. I was expecting Santa to bring me some things.

I lost my daddy when I was two years old.

I have read in the papers how good you are to the poor and thought maybe you can help me some. I will appreciate it all my life.

To-day we have started school from our Christmas vacation & all the children talk about how many presents Santa has brought them & I felt so bad cause I had nothing to say. I guess that is all. My address is

R#2, Box 7

Mason, Wisconsin

Yours truly,

M.A.

Reply to the letter:

January 18, 1934

My Dear M.A.:

Mrs. Roosevelt asks me to acknowledge your letter and to express her regret that because of the great number of similar requests she receives, she has found it impossible to attempt to comply with them, much as she would like to assist those who appeal to her. 

Assuring you of Mrs. Roosevelt’s sympathy, I am

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary to

Mrs. Roosevelt

(D.D.)

 3rd Letter                                                                                                                                 Milltown, N.J.

March 25, 1935

My dearest President and Mrs Roosevelt;

Just a few lines to let you know, I am in good health, whishing this letter will fined your all well.

Mrs and Pres. Roosevelt, in the first place I must tell you my name, O.C. – 14 years old.

I am writing to you Pres. and Mrs Roosevelt, to ask if I may ask one question, but I must tell you my story.

Well you see Pres. and Mrs Roosevelt, I was doctoring for a while, with out my Mother and Dad knowing it, in fact they don’t know it yet, & I owe Dr. Forney, $7.50. I haven’t any idea how to earn this amount, I was doctoring for an infected arm. Every time I went the Dr. charged me $1.50, & I went 5 times.

Could you kindly please help me Pres. and Mrs Roosevelt. Plead don’t write to my parents about owing this money. But if you will kindly help me I will greatly, & certainly appreciate it. If you help me Pres. and Mrs Roosevelt, send my note or your letter, to this address.

O.C.

Milltown Public School

Milltown, N.J.

I will certinally appreate your help.

Let me tell you one thing, Pres. and Mrs Roosevelt, this summer aunt Joan, is going to take me on a vacation down to West Virginia, & while were going, I’ll stop in and visit you, and then you can see who I am. Hows that?


Pres. and Mrs Roosevelt, could you please send this amount by April 5. I’d like to pay this out, before my parents receive a bill from the Docters office. O.K. Please.

Sincerely, yours,

O.C.

Questions

1.  Why did so thousands of children write letters to Mrs. Roosevelt?

2.  What were they asking for?

