From Colonies to Constitution

Race and Social Justice in U.S. History

Part I - Settling of North America 
To complete these questions you will need to refer to class discussions and Chapter One, Section One in your textbook, The American Vision.

1. Who first settled in North America?  When did they come and why?

2.  Which Europeans were the first to come to America?  Why did they first come to North America?

3.  Why did England and France come to America in the 1600's?  Were their reasons similar to or different from other colonization efforts?

Part II – Economy and Governing of the English Colonies
To answer these questions you will need to refer to class discussions and Chapter One, Section 2) in your textbook, unless otherwise noted.

1.  Who governed (ruled) the English colonists in America (look in Ch. 1, Section 2, pg. 110)?

2. Did the colonists depend on the mother country for anything?  If so, what do you think they needed the most?

3.  What is mercantilism?  What aspects were positive and negative for American colonists?

4.  How did Great Britain attempt to enforce mercantilism?  How did the colonists react?

5.   How were the economies of the colonial sections similar and different?  How would these similarities and differences affect the United States in later years? (look in Section One)

Part III – America’s Founding Documents
1.  Read the opening paragraph of the Declaration of Independence.  To what degree do you feel the United States has honored these words?  Give an example to back up your stance.

2.  Read the Preamble to the U.S. Constitution.  To what degree do you feel that the United States has honored these words?  Give an example to back up your stance.

Part IV - Ben and Tom’s Excellent Adventure - Diversity in America throughout History
1. Read your assigned set of documents (in class handout) and summarize Jefferson’s (and if possible Ben Franklin’s) beliefs on each issue.  Be sure to support your answer with an actual quote from one of the documents
2. Summarize what you saw as the stance toward diversity.
Part V - The United States Constitution

The Constitution, created in 1787 and ratified in 1789, is the world's oldest document of government.  It has also enabled the United States to become one of the world's leading powers while protecting the rights of its citizens.  As such, it deserves detailed examination.  What is it about this document that allowed the U.S. to succeed?

Groups will be given questions that they will need to research (using your textbook) in order to answer correctly.  Once you find the answer to the question you will be asked to present your answer(s) to the class.  You need to pay attention to the presentations in order to answer each question (you will turn in a sheet with ALL the answers).  Make sure you thoroughly present the answer.  You will be graded on your presentation.

The Constitution can be found in its entirety on pages 149-167.  You will only need to focus on the parts of the Constitution which deal with your question.  You may also want to refer to pages 126-130 for further information.

1.  Why did the Founding Fathers feel it necessary to create the Constitution? (pg. 126)

2.  How do the Founding Fathers deal with slavery in the Constitution? (see Race Relations in America, pgs. 22-23)  

3.  What was the Great Compromise?  Why was it significant? (see pg. 127)

4.  What is separation of powers?  What are checks and balances?  Why are they important and how are they different? (see pg. 128)

5.  What are the significant powers / jobs of Congress – House of Representatives and Senate (Article I, Section 8):


a.  House of Representatives

b. Senate

6.  What are the significant powers / jobs of the following:

a.  Executive – President (Article II)

b.  Judiciary  - Supreme Court (Article III)

7.  What are the most significant aspects of Article Four – “Relations Among the States”

8.  What are amendments?  How are they passed? (See Article Five)

9.  What is the Supremacy Clause?  Why do you think it was included?  What steps needed to be taken to ratify the Constitution?  (See Article Six and Seven)

10.
What are the Bill of Rights?  Why were they added to the Constitution? (see pg. 130)

11.  Amendments 13, 14, and 15 were passed after the Civil War.  Summarize their meaning.  Were all three amendments enforced in the period following their passage? 
Part VI – Interpreting Freedom of Religion – You Be the Judge

Use the in class documents to answer the following questions:

1.  What two religious freedoms are protected in the 1st amendment?

2.  Should the Supreme Court allowed or denied the Santeria Church from practicing animal sacrifice?

3.  Should the Supreme Court have allowed or denied the Elk Grove School District from requiring the Pledge of Allegiance to be recited?






