The Cold War in American History (1945-1960)

Race and Social Justice in U.S. History

Part I - The Butter Battle Book by Dr. Suess
1. What led to an arms race between the Zooks and the Yooks?

2. Why do you think Dr. Seuss chose what he did to lead to an arms race?

3.  How did the weapons change as the conflict between the Zooks and Yooks progressed?

4.  Name two items in the book that were meant to represent real-life events or parts of the Cold War.

5.  HOMEWORK:  Find out what “Mutual Assured Destruction” (MAD) was (pg. 898 in your textbook, The American Vision).  Give an example of the policy of MAD from the Butter Battle Book.

6.  Why do you think Dr. Seuss ended the book as he did?

Part II - Origins of the Cold War 
The American Vision, Chapter 13, Sections One and Two (pgs. 626-639)
1.  How were the U.S. and Soviet views of the post WWII world different?

2.  Discuss FOUR early Soviet moves that made the United States suspicious?

3.  What was “The Long Telegram”?  What did it suggest was the wisest reaction to “suspicious Soviet moves”?

4.  Give THREE examples that prove that Truman listened and accepted the advice given in “The Long Telegram”.

5.  In your opinion did the United States “win” the Korean Conflict?  Why or why not?
Part III - PBS’ Truman – The Early Cold War
1. How did Truman convince Congress and the U.S. to give $400 million dollars to aid the fight 

against communism?  In what way may have this help heighten the tensions of the Cold War?

2. What were the effects of the fight against communism on the U.S. homefront?  How did Truman 

prepare the U.S. for the Cold War? 

3. Why did Truman insist on calling the massive economic aid to Europe the Marshall Plan, instead of 

the Truman plan?  What does this tell you about Truman? 
4.  What aspects of the Marshall Plan probably appealed most to Congress?

Part IV - Continuing Cold War – The American Vision, Chapter 13, Section 4
1.  Your textbook refers to Eisenhower’s “New Look”.  What was it and how did it lead to an increase in Cold War tensions?
2.  How was the policy of brinkmanship related to Eisenhower’s “New Look”?  Did the policy of brinkmanship work as a response to any crisis?
3.  What role did the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) play in the Cold War?

4.  You’ll need to refer to the three case studies of Iran, Guatemala and Chile.  These case studies are summarized from the book, Overthrow.  In your groups, summarize:

a.  To what extent the Cold War caused U.S. concern in Iran, Guatemala and Chile.


b.  The techniques used by the U.S. to achieve their desired goal in Iran, Guatemala, and Chile.


c.  The effects of U.S. policy on the countries of Iran, Guatemala and Chile.


d.  Whether the U.S. policy was successful in the long term in Iran, Guatemala and Chile.

Part V - The Cold War in America -  PowerPoint and Video Questions

1.  Give three examples which show how the government tried to educate Americans about nuclear 
weaponry?

2.  Was the government successful in easing people’s fears about nuclear weaponry?  

Give TWO examples from the PowerPoint as proof of your stance.

3.  Explain how the following were government responses to the Cold War:
a.  National Defense Education Act

b.  NASA

c.  Interstate Highway Act

4.  Another government response to the Cold War was an effort to rid the United States of any communist influence.  After watching the following clip from the film Guilty By Suspicion, summarize how each clip showed the government trying to rid the U.S. of communism:
