Document 1

"I had then set up a committee of top men and had asked them to study with great care the implications the new weapons might have for us. It was their recommendation that the bomb be used against the enemy as soon as it could be done. They recommended further that it should be used without specific warning. I had realized, of course, that an atomic bomb explosion would inflict damage and casualties beyond imagination. On the other hand, the scientific advisors of the committee reported that no technical demonstration they might propose, such as over a deserted island, would be likely to bring the war to an end. It had to be used against an enemy target.
The final decision of where and when to use the atomic bomb was up to me. Let there be no mistake about it. I regarded the bomb as a military weapon and never doubted it should be used."
    President Harry S. Truman, Year of Decisions, 1955
Why did President Truman feel that the atomic bomb had to be used against enemy targets?







Document 2
"Both sides were prepared throughout the war that had just ended to unloose deadly gases, but not even the fanatical followers of Hitler and Hirohito, who committed so many other unspeakable atrocities dared use poison gas—for fear of retaliation. To me, the atomic bomb belongs in exactly the same category…The use of this barbarous weapon at Hiroshima and Nagasaki was of no material assistance in our war against Japan. The Japanese were already defeated and ready to surrender...In being the first to use it, we . . . adopted an ethical standard common to the barbarians of the Dark Ages. I was not taught to make war in that fashion, and wars cannot be won by destroying women and children."
    Admiral William E. Leahy, President Truman's Chief of Staff, in his memoir I Was There (1950)
Why did Admiral Leahy feel the use of the atomic bomb on Japan was unnecessary?







Why did Admiral Leahy think the use of the atomic bomb on Hiroshima and Nagasaki was ethically wrong?







Document 3

"The face of war is the face of death; death is an inevitable part of every order that a wartime leader gives. The decision to use the atomic bomb was a decision that brought death to over a hundred thousand Japanese…But this deliberate, premeditated destruction was our least abhorrent alternative. The destruction of Hiroshima and Nagasaki put an end to the Japanese war. It stopped the fire raids, and the strangling blockade; it ended the ghastly specter of a clash of great land armies. In this last great action of the Second World War we were given final proof that war is death."

    Secretary of War Henry Stimson, Harper’s Magazine, “The Decision to Use the Atomic Bomb”
Why did Stimson think the use of the atomic bomb on Hiroshima and Nagasaki was a terrible thing to do but better than any alternative?







Document 4

“Another item on which I ventured to advise President Truman involved the Soviet’s intention to enter the Japanese war.  I told him that since reports indicated the imminence of Japan’s collapse I deprecated [expressed disapproval of] the Red Army’s [Soviet Union] engaging in that war.  I foresaw certain difficulties arising out of such participation and suggested that, at the very least, we ought not to put ourselves in the position of requesting or begging for Soviet aid.  It was my personal opinion that no power on earth could keep the Red Army out of that war unless victory came before they could get in.”

    Dwight D. Eisenhower, recollections of a July 1945 meeting with President Harry S. Truman

How did Eisenhower defend usage of the atomic bomb?






Document 5

"The day was August 6, 1945. I was a G.I. who had weathered the war in Europe and now awaited my place in the storming of Japan's home islands. On Truman's orders, the first atomic bomb ever wielded in war exploded over Hiroshima. For Americans in uniform and those who waited for them to come home, outrageous as this might appear from the moral heights of hindsight, it was a sunburst of deliverance."
    Lester Bernstein, New York Times, 10/24/65

Why did Bernstein feel "a sunburst of deliverance" when the atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima?







Document 6

"The view where a moment before all had been so bright and sunny was now dark and hazy. What had happened? All over the right side of my body I was bleeding. My private nurse set about examining my wounds without speaking a word. No one spoke.  Why was everyone so quiet? The heat finally became too intense to endure. Those who could fled; those who could not perished.  Hiroshima was no longer a city but a burned-over prairie. To the east and to the west everything was flattened. The distant mountains seemed nearer than I could ever remember. How small Hiroshima was with its houses gone."

    Michihiko Hachiya, Hiroshima Diary: The Journal of a Japanese Physician August 6 - September 30, 1945

What observations did the doctor make about the effects of the bombing on his city?







Document 7 
Watch the video segment from “White Light, Black Rain”.  Describe two scenes that would support NOT dropping the atomic bombs.  Describe one scene that would support dropping the atomic bombs.
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