“Dated at the Klavern

Send reply to Invisible Empire

March 23rd, 1924

[To]:  Mr. Grant Huber, Esq.

Riverside, Penna.

“We are informed that you are one of the trustees of the Riverside Camp P.O.S.A [Patriotic Order of the Sons of America]. The attention of Sunbury Headquarters Klan No. 1 has been called to certain occurrences connected with the weekly rental of your lodge building for public dances. Your name has been suggested to us by one of your own lodge brothers, who is also a member of our noble order, as one of the three trustees who is opposed to the rental of the hall for dance purposes.

“This organization [KKK], as you know, stands for the active principles of patriotism, clean morals, good government, and the protection of our young womanhood for the many evils which are prevailing today. We have gained sufficient strength numerically in this community to sweep everything before us. We are therefore in a position to undertake and carry out the many needed local reforms for which our order stands.

“With control of the sheriff’s office, the county detectives and the district attorney’s office, we can do much to bring about desired conditions. We are inaugurating a clean-up of all questionable places of amusement, dance halls, saloons and gambling joints. We are prepared to carry on this crusade actively from now on to a successful conclusion.

“This clean-up will proceed from now on throughout the entire Northumberland County.

“Contrary to popular opinion, we are not lawbreakers, cut-throats, and villains. We do not use brute force and always feel the quietest and most peaceable way of handling situations is the best. We are therefore writing to you with the desire and hope of interesting you in our cause.

“We are given to understand that you alone, of the three trustees, are opposed to those weekly public dances in the above mentioned hall. Can you not lend us your aid and assistance in winning over Mr. Vastine [one of the other trustees] to your and our way of thinking and thereby close up your hall to such affairs? We believe you can. Will you try?

“This we feel is the quietest way of settling the matter and getting rid of a very objectionable feature in the life of the young people of your community. We are aware that this dance is supported almost exclusively by the younger set. We are also aware of every occurrence at every dance. The state requires a license for the operation of a regular public dance. You will realize that the law is being broken in this respect. A license is also required for the dispensing of candies, cigarettes, and other refreshments. Cigarettes are also being sold to minors. In addition to the above, the place is a nuisance to the community at large by virtue of the noise which is being made during and after each dance.

“All these facts we are familiar with by reasons of the reports made by our investigators who are always in attendance at these affairs. We have the evidence and are prepared to use it immediately for prosecution if no other means of stoppage is to be had.

“Aside from this the moral effect upon the community is tremendously negative. We are sure that you as a patriotic, law-abiding, Christian gentleman would not desire your daughter to attend these or like functions. Do you not feel it your duty to co-operate with us in making Northumberland County a better place to live in?

“In closing may we reiterate again our previous sentiments and say that the quietest way out of these affairs is the best. Numerically we have Northumberland County under our thumb and we mean business. However, we do not wish to use the above stated evidence unless it is absolutely the last resource. The publicity attached to the prosecution of such a case would be tremendous, and make many people very uncomfortable. It is therefore not to be desired, but will only be used as a final resort.

“We deem two weeks to be sufficient time to close the matter and will take no further steps till that time.

“Yours very respectfully,

S’bury 496

Kleagle of Northumberland Co. 

Knights of the Ku Klux Klan”
[This letter appeared in the The Danville Morning News - April 18, 1924]
Grant Huber, upon receipt of this letter, and in defiance of its dictates, turned it over to the press. In the weeks and months following publication of this letter, the Klan denied its authenticity, the mentioned public officials denied Klan connections, and the dances in Riverside continued.

