Advanced Placement U. S. History Syllabus

Mr. Williams

Introduction

This class is designed to prepare the student for the U.S. History AP Exam.  The AP Exam is an important focus of this class.  The AP Exam (May 7th, 2010)  covers U.S. History from the colonial period to present events.  Therefore, this class will cover those periods.  However, it is important to understand that we cannot possibly discuss that period wholly in class.  The student will be required to read materials that may not be covered in class.  It is important that the student be able to analyze historical information for themselves, since the class will not discuss every topic.

To pass the AP Test you will need to master multiple choice questions, and essay writing.  There will be a lot of practice for this.  But you must strive to improve.  Read comments, look for trends in your multiple-choice test mistakes, turn in rough drafts.  If you don't think you will do these things, then this class is not for you.  Remember, this is to prepare you for the test, and give you a taste of college life.  If neither interest you, maybe you should consider taking Race and Social Justice in U.S. History, or regular U.S. History.

ATTENDANCE
It is highly recommended that you attend class everyday.  Everyday attendance allows you to keep up on homework and discussions that are needed for you to do well in this class.  Of course, not everyone can make it to class everyday.  

1.  Participation Grade – each quarter you will be given 50 points.  You will not lose any points from this portion of your quarter grade unless:

a. You are tardy more than 2 times per quarter.  On the third tardy, you will lose 5 points and will lose 5 more points for each tardy thereafter.

b. You have an unexcused absence.  For each class cut you will lose 5 points from your participation grade.

c. You do not come to class with your homework complete.  There will be periodic homework checks.
2.  Excused absences - these are usually absences due to illness.  You will not be penalized for late work because of an excused absence.  Work must be turned in no later than the amount of days you missed due to you illness.  For example, if you missed 2 days, then the assignment is due 2 days after you return. It is your responsibility to ask the teacher for any work you may have missed during your absence.  This is very important to remember.  Only notes obtained from the office can clear absences

3.  Unexcused absences - these are usually class cuts and truancies.  These absences will not be tolerated.  Unexcused absences will have a negative effect on your grade in more ways than one.  First, any homework that is not turned in because of an unexcused absence will not be accepted.  You will receive a zero on the assignment.  Any tests missed because of an unexcused absence cannot be made up.  You will receive a zero on the test.  No exceptions.  Remember, you will need to bring me an office note to clear your absences.

HOMEWORK

If you do all of your homework on time you will probably pass this class.  25-35% of your grade is based on your homework.  Do yourself a favor - get your homework done and get it done on time.  Most homework will come in the form of an essay, or AP assignment.  Papers are always worth 100 points while other assignments vary in their point value.

Late work will be accepted, but it will not be accepted after one week past its original due date.  Late work will be penalized 10% for each day the assignment is late (including days between classes).  Late work will hurt your grade tremendously.

There will be various college-level assignments.  Expect many essays, quizzes, and assignments which will help prepare you for the AP test.  There will be two projects assigned:  The Presidents Project (1st Semester – individual project), and the Time Capsule Project (2nd Semester – groups of two, chosen by students).

Other AP Methods

AP Multiple Choice practice exams will be given beginning in April.  The first is required, but your score will not affect your grade.  You simply need to take the practice exam.  The second practice exam is optional.  

Noontime Seminars or after-school lectures and video viewings will occur (most during the 1st semester).  These are necessary in order to cover all the material required by this course. Times will be posted – but there will probably be around 10 different Noontime Seminars.


DBQ (Document Based Question) Essay.  You will be asked to write several DBQs throughout the year.  These are a type of essay question used on the AP test which ask the student to analyze several documents and write an essay based on this analysis (essays use intro, thesis, main body, conclusion format).  These questions will be taken from  actual AP tests.

Free Response Essays – the other type of essay on the A.P. exam is known as the free response essay.  These are structured in the 5 paragraph format, but have no documents attached.  You are expected to include significant outside factual information.  They generally take about 30 minutes to write, so on the day of an exam you may be asked to write two free response essays.

LECTURES

Since we have so much information to cover in so little time, lectures and class discussions will be the main teaching method.  However, you cannot just sit and listen.  You need to become involved in class discussions.  Through our discussions we truly analyze each topic.  Without the discussion you may not fully grasp the historical significance of the subject.  Therefore, everyone is urged to take notes and become involved.  

TESTS
Tests account for about 65-75% of your grade.  They are generally given after each chapter is finished.  There will be essay questions on each test, as well as multiple choice questions.    Once again, there may be questions on the test that were only covered in your readings.  Be prepared for the tests by doing all of the required readings.  Tests are usually worth 100 points, but may be more or less.

If you have an excused absence you can make up the test, but if you have an unexcused absence you will receive a zero on the test.  Makeup tests are almost always made up of identification and essay - no multiple choice.  If you miss the regular test, you will have to take the alternate exam - no exceptions.

You must present an excused absence form BEFORE I allow you to take the makeup exam.  If you have not made up the exam 2 weeks after the original test date, you will receive a zero.

There will be pop quizzes and regular terms quizzes.  These are given to make sure you are doing all of the reading that is assigned to you.  Terms quizzes are given to ensure that you remember information we’ve already studied.

GENERAL CLASS RULES
1.  Respect everyone's opinions and questions

2.  Do not talk when you have not been called on, or when others are talking.

3.  Only water and snack-type food in class.  Please do not eat lunch in class.
4.  No music players of any kind (except when doing homework)

5.  Use only appropriate language

6.  Do not cheat - it will result in zeroes.  
Mr. Williams' Homepage

http://mrwilliamsushistory.tripod.com

I want to let you know that I have an internet homepage intended to help keep both students and parents aware of important information in my classes.  I hope both students and parents will use the homepage to find out important class information as well as useful research information about the class.  I'd like to take this opportunity to point out a few things you can find on the homepage:

1. Lesson Plans - I will update my lesson plans each week.  That way, if you're absent, you can find out what you missed.  

2. Current Homework Review - reviews reading assignments, terms quiz information, noontime seminars, and project due date information given during the week. 

3. Assignment Downloads – all (or most of) our in class handouts in .doc form.  If you are absent, please check to see if you missed any assignments or in class readings.

4. Extra Credit Questions – gives you options to early extra credit on a quarter-by-quarter basis.  Usually, you attendance simply earns you extra credit.  Sometimes, you’ll need to write a response.  If this is the case the response must always be submitted by email.

5. Turnitin.com – Turnitin.com allows me to coordinate many things.  First, students turn in essay work to this website to ensure the originality of the work.  Second, students sign up with Turnitin.com using their email.  I can then send mass emails to students to better facilitate communication.  Third, Turnitin.com has discussion boards we can use.

6. DHS AP History Website – there is a link to this off of the webpage.  If you just want to go to it, the address is:  http://dhsaphistory.tripod.com.  This webpage was created to specifically address issues of A.P. History students.  

I hope these homepages will be useful.  Please e-mail and comments or questions to kwilliams@djusd.k12.ca.us.  If your family doesn't have a computer, DON'T WORRY.  Davis High offers free internet access to all students. 

Registering for Turnitin.com
You will be submitting all rough drafts to Turnitin.com which lets me know if students are plagiarizing work from internet sources.  In addition, Turn It In has class discussion boards that will be used for students to share work with one another.
a. Go to Turn It In

b. Click “New User” (unless you have previously signed up with another teacher.  In that case just log in.)
c. Enter the following:

i. Class ID:  

ii. Password:  1234
Student / Parent Information

2009-10 – Mr. Williams

Student Information

Name:________________________





Period:___

1.  Why did you take A.P. U.S. History?  What do you hope to get out of A.P. U.S. History this year?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2.  What aspects of history interest you most?
_____________________________________________________________
3.  What is one significant outside interest that you don’t mind telling me about?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Parent / Guardian Information

Name(s):____________________________



____________________________


 ____________________________



____________________________

Parent email(s):  ________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Parent phone #: ):
   ______________________




______________________


  
   ______________________




______________________


Parents:  Any questions, concerns, or comments?  Please write them below.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Parent Signature


Parents, by signing below you are acknowledging that you read the class syllabus and class website information.





__________________________			________________________


(parent signature)					(please print name)











