The Progressive Age

American Spirit Readings

Theodore Roosevelt Roosevelt in the Age of Progressivism

1.  Read “Baer’s Divine Right of Plutocrats” on pg. 184-85 (American Spirit).  What part of Baer’s letter suggests a commitment to Social Darwinism and laissez faire principles?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Read “Exposing the Meat Packers (1906), on pg. 177-78.  Which aspects of Roosevelt’s official investigation into the meatpacking industry were most alarming with respect to public health?  What were the results of the investigations?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

[image: image1.jpg]


3. Look at the following political cartoon.  What did Roosevelt mean by “good” and “bad” trusts?  What did he think should be done to “bad” trusts?  What should be done to good trusts?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2. Read and look at the pictures on pg. 668-669 of your textbook.  What are the obvious drawbacks to some forms of conservation?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Theodore Roosevelt and Progressivism – Video Questions

1. Why did Roosevelt become the Vice Presidential candidate in 1900?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Why did Roosevelt take action against Northern Securities Company?  Why do you think he targeted Northern Securities first?  What was Roosevelt’s general attitude to most corporations?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Progressives generally shared the following characteristics:

1. They were moralists 

2. Government, once purified, must act (opposite of laissez faire)

3. Believed in protecting the weakest members of society 

4. Never challenged capitalism's basic tenets 

Given this, what aspects of Roosevelt’s personality, ideology, and political agenda made him an ideal leader of a NATIONAL progressive movement?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What role did Roosevelt play in the Coal Strike of 1902?  Why was it significant?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Woodrow Wilson and Progressivism – American Spirit Readings
1.  Read “Woodrow Wilson Asks For a Free Field and No Favor” (pg. 199-200)?  What did Wilson see as the basic differences between himself and Theodore Roosevelt?  Which of the candidate’s philosophies was more “progressive”?  Explain.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2.  There were many opponents of Progressive reforms; most notably, the businesses that some Progressive laws would affect.  Businesses often hire lobbyists to press their concerns before Congress.  Read “Wilson Tackles the Tariff Lobby”, pg. 203.  Why is Wilson concerned with lobbies and lobbyists?  What technique did he use to thwart the power of lobbies (in this particular instance)?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
One Woman, One Vote
View video segment from “New Woman” to “We Demand” (roughly 22 minutes) and answer the following questions:

1.  What significant role was played by Harriet Blatch?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Discuss two arguments made by men that women should not be allowed to vote?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  How did Alice Paul build on the work done by Harriet Blatch?  Name two significant aspects of the suffrage parade that she organized on the eve of Woodrow Wilson’s inauguration.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

