Jefferson

A Film by Ken Burns

Part II – Liberty, Age of Experiments

This section of the film focuses on Jefferson’s time as Secretary of State, his return to Monticello, his service as Vice-President under John Adams and eventually his election to the office of President in 1800.  The questions are organized in the order they are answered in the film.

1.  Why did Jefferson feel the new government was headed in the wrong direction during Washington’s first term?  What was Jefferson’s vision for America?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2. What were some of Jefferson’s unique inventions?  What does Monticello tell us about Jefferson?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3.  What did Jefferson consider to be his three great callings in life?  What order did he rank these callings (from most important to least)?  Do you think these were accurate rankings?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4.  How did Jefferson eventually win the election of 1800?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

5.  Why did Jefferson feel that the election of 1800 spoke well “for the duration of the republic”?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

6.  How did Jefferson try to end the confusion between President and King?  How did he undo the excesses of the Federalists?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

7.  “A noiseless course…not meddling in the affairs of others”.  In what ways did Jefferson’s actions both prove and disprove the truth of his words?  Use examples from his Presidency to back up your stance.
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

