The Ratification Battle for the U.S. Constitution

A.P. U.S. History

1.  Read “A Philadelphia Editor is Expectant” (pg. 134-135) and answer the following questions:

a. What are THREE anticipated arguments against the Constitution?

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
b. Overall, who do you think was the formidable anticipated opponent of the Constitution? Why?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
2.  Read “Hamilton Scans the Future” (pg. 135-137) and answer the following questions:

a. Name FOUR groups that Hamilton anticipates as supporters?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

b. Who does Hamilton see as the most formidable opponent of the Constitution?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
c. Who does Hamilton conjecture would be the 1st President of the United States?  Why does he believe this would be a good choice?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Read “Mason is Critical” (pg. 137-138) and answer the following questions:

a. What are FIVE of Mason’s greatest objections to the Constitution?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
b. As a Southerner, what is Mason’s greatest objection to the Constitution?  In retrospect, was this a well-founded fear?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Read “A Delegate Fears for the Little People” (pg. 139-140), and answer the following question:

a. What did this “common person” fear the most?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

5.  Read “An Anti-Federalist Demands Deliberation” (pg. 142-143) and answer the following question:

a. How does this Anti-Federalist respond to the two strongest arguments in favor of ratification of the Constitution?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

6.  Read “Madison Defends the New Constitution” (pgs. 143-146) and answer the following questions:

a. What are the two methods to control faction?  Which will the Constitution use and why is it superior?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
b. What advantages does a republic have over a democracy?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

c. In summary, what would Madison have said to someone who feared that the new central government would become too powerful?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
