The Civil War and National Unity

A.P. U.S. History

Abraham Lincoln said, when dedicating the cemetery at Gettysburg, “It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us -- that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion -- that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain -- that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom -- and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.”

Some argue that his new birth of freedom meant many things:  birth of freedom for slaves was one.  But many others said that a new sense of government was needed.  After all, an attachment to states rights had, in a sense, created the war.

As you read the following selections, determine the extent to which the United States mirrored Lincoln’s words.  To what extent was their a new birth of freedom, a new birth of nationalism?  You only need to deal with this information in an introductory paragraph and outline form.  You do not need to summarize each topic.

Textbook Evidence
a. Financing the War (pg. 440-441)

b. From Confiscation to Emancipation, Crossing Union Lines, Black Soldiers in the Union Army, Slavery in Wartime) (pg. 452-458)

c. The War’s Economic Impact:  North and South (461-463)

d. Dealing with Dissent (pg 463-466)

e. The War and Women’s Rights (467-468)

f. Reconstruction Politics (pg. 479-488)

Document Evidence

a. American Spirit, “Schurz Reports Southern Defiance” (1865) – pgs. 459-462

b. American Spirit, “General Grant Is Optimistic” (1865) – 462-463

c. Rodger E. Stroup, ed. “Before and After: Three Letters from E.B. Heyward, “South Carolina Historical Magazine (April 1973). Pp. 100-102

Gadsden P.O.

S’ Carolina

22nd Jan y 1866

My dear Jim…

Our losses have been frightful, and we have, now scarcely a support. My Father had five plantations on the coast, and all the building were burnt, and the negroes, new left to themselves, are roaming in a starving condition. Our farm near Charleston was abandoned to the negroes, leaving provisions, mules and stock. All is now lost, and the negroes, left to themselves, have made nothing, and seek a little food, about the city. Our Residence in the city, was sacked, and all the valuable furniture stolen and the house well riddled by shell and shot. Our handsome Residence in the country was burnt. The enemy passed over all our property on the coast in their march from Savannah to Charleston, the whole country, down there, is now a howling wilderness. Up here, the Enemy cam near, but did not find out my family, hid away in the woods and we have escaped. We live twenty miles from Columbia. Some of my relatives were there, during the occupation by Sherman, and suffered the terrible anxieties and loses of that dreadful even….

Such have been our suffering sand all was patiently endured. Our indignities have come since. We have lain down our arms and now submit.

I have serried in the Army, my brother died in the army, and every family has lost members. No one can know how reduced we are, particularly the refined and educated.

My Father and I, owned, near seven hundred negroes and they are all now wandering about like lost sheep, with no one to care for them….

I am now interested in a school for the negroes, who are around me, and will endeavor to do my duty, to them, as every before, but I am afraid their best days are past.

As soon as able, I shall quit the Country, and leave others to stand the storm, which I now see making up, at the North, which must soon burst upon the whole country, and break up everything which we have son long boasted of. 

I feel now that I have no country, I obey like a subject, but I cannot love such a government. Perhaps the next letter, you get from me, will be from England.


I have, thank God! A house over my head and something to eat and am as ever always










yr friend, E. B. Heyward

P.S. Make my respects to your family.
