How Revolutionary was the American Revolution
A.P. U.S. History

The word revolution brings to mind many different images.  Certainly the image of change comes to mind.  Revolutions are usually marked by significant changes in terms of society, economics and politics.  In this assignment you will assess the degree of revolution in terms of society and politics.

Social Revolution?
1.  Using your textbook (pgs. 174-178) assess the degree of revolution experienced by the following groups:

a.  Common people (pg. 174-175)

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

b.  Black Americans (pg. 175-176)

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

c.  Women (pg. 176-177)

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

d.  Native Americans (pg. 177-178)

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

e.  Loss of Loyalists (highlighted part of reading “Certain Social Consequences”)

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
2.  Overall, in what ways did the United States experience a social revolution?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Political Revolution?

After reading pgs. 178-182, determine the degree of revolution experienced in the following governments:

1.  Political tradition in American colonies (pg. 178-179)

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

2.  State governments (pg. 179-181)

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

3.  National Government – “Articles of Confederation” (pgs. 180-181)

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Overall, in what ways did America experience a political revolution?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Loss of Loyalists

By far the most important consequence of the Revolution was the striking down of this mounting aristocratic spirit that was making rapid heady with the increase of wealth. It sifted the American people as the migrations of the seventeenth century had sifted the English people, keeping the republicans at home and sending forth the Tories, weakening the influence of the conservatives and increasing influence of the liberals. Few experiences in our history have proved so momentous in results as this shift of power and change in personnel that resulted from the great schism. A middle-class America was to rise on the ruins of the colonial aristocracy.


The unfortunate Loyalists were victims of their own blindness. The did nt rightly estimate the driving power of the liberal forces released by the struggle, and failing to understand, they staked everything on the issue, and lost, and were driven rudely out of the land by the plebeian, republicans whom they despised. The disruption of colonial society resulting from the expulsion of the Loyalists was far graver then e commonly assume. Shiploads of excellent gentlemen, and among them the most cultivated minds in America, were driven form their firesides and sent forth to seek new homes, whether in “hell, hull or Halifax” mattered little to the victors. Upward of forty thousand sought refuge in Canada; thousands more when to the Bahamas; an still other thousands returned to the old home. “There will scarcely be village in England without some American dust in it, I believe by the time we are all at rest,” wore the Loyalist Dutchman, Peter Van Schaak. Much suffering was endured and much bitterness engendered, and if for years the dominant temper in Canada was fiercely hostile to the Unites States, the mood is traceable to the expatriated gentleman who transmitted to their children a grudge against the victorious republicans. It was an unhappy business, but it was scarcely avoidable once appeal was made to the sword. There was no longer pace in America for the foolish dream of a colonial aristocracy.


The change of temper that came over American society with the loss of the Loyalists was immense and far-reaching. Fro the first time the middles class was free to create a civilization after its own ideals. In rising to leadership it brought another spirit into every phase of life. Dignity and culture henceforth were to count of less and assertiveness for more. Ways became less leisurely, the social temper less urbane. The charm of the older aristocracy disappeared along with its indisputable evils. Although a few of the older wits like Mather Byles lingered on bitterly, and others like Gouverneur Morris accepted the situation philosophically, they belonged to the past. A franker evaluation of success in terms of money began to obscure the older personal and family distinction. New men brought new ways and a vulgar clamor of politics when hand in hand with business expansion. The demagogue and the speculator discovered a fruitful field of their activities. The new capitalism lay on the horizon of the republican America, and the middles class was wager to hasten its development. But a new economic order required a new political state, and as a necessary preliminary, the spirit of nationalism began that slow encroachment upon local frontiers which was to modify profoundly the common psychology. Americanism superseded colonialism, and with the new loyalty there developed a conception of federal sovereignty, overriding all local authorities, checking the movement of particularism, binding the separate commonwealths in a consolidation union. This marked the turning point in American development; the checking of the long movement of decentralization and the beginning of a counter movement of centralization—the most revolutionary change in three hundred years of American experience. The history of the rise of the coercive state in America, with the ultimate arrest of all centrifugal tendencies, was implicit in that momentous counter
