Atomic Bomb Questionnaire
In 1939, Albert Einstein wrote a letter to President Franklin Roosevelt in which he warned the President of the possible existence of an atomic energy. Einstein said:

This new phenomenon would also lead to the construction of bombs, and it is conceivable—though much less certain—that extremely powerful bombs of this type may thus be constructed. A single bomb of this type, carried by boat and exploded in a port, might very well destroy the whole port together with some of the surrounding territory. 

With this warning, Roosevelt authorized the creation of a secret project – The Manhattan Project. The purpose of this project was to develop a usable atomic device. Scientists around the country descended on New Mexico. They didn’t really think about what they were building until their creation was clearly becoming a reality. Some questioned the morality of their work. 

Dr. Farrington Daniels, the director of the Met. Lab at the University of Chicago, polled 150 scientists working on the atomic bomb, in order to get their views on how the bomb should be used. 

Activity

1. Rank the following uses for the atomic bomb (as if you were a scientist in 1945) from 1 to 5 (1 being most desirable, 5 being least desirable)

____  Use the bombs in a manner that, from a military point of view, is most effective in bringing prompt surrender at a minimum human cost to the US.

​​____ Give a military demonstration in Japan to be followed by a renewed opportunity for surrender before full use of the weapon is employed.

____  Give an experimental demonstration in this country, with representatives of Japan present; followed by a new opportunity to surrender before full use of the weapon is employed. 

____ Withhold military use of the weapon, but make public experimental demonstration of its effectiveness. 

____ Maintain as secret as possible all developments of our new weapons and refrain from using them in this war. 

2. Your instructor will reveal what the actual results were when this questionnaire was distributed in 1945.

3. Class will watch clip from film “Fat Man, Little Boy.” 

