World War Two:  The War and Its Effects on the United States

Race and Social Justice in U.S. History
Part I - Prelude to Global War
Read Ch. 11, Section One and to answer questions 1-3:

1.  Find the definition for demagogue in your textbook.  After watching the short video segment, “The Democrat and The Dictator” what elements of Hitler’s speech fits the definition of demagogue?  What are the main differences between Hitler and Roosevelt’s speeches?

2.  What are the similarities and differences between a Fascist government and

a Communist government?

3.  Give an example of a Communist country still in existence:_____________________

     Give an example of what you think is a Fascist country and support your claim:

4.  What were the various U.S. responses (1935-1939) to the growing threat of war in 

Europe?  Why did they respond this way?

5.  Give two examples that show that American foreign policy had changed after 1939 
(Ch. 11, Section 3) with respect to the events in Europe?

6.  Why did the Japanese launch an attack on Pearl Harbor?

Part II:  The Century:  America’s Time “Japan’s Rise to Power”
1. What similarities do you see between the Japanese and German governments of the WWII era?

2. Why did so many Japanese soldiers willingly commit atrocities in China and feel no guilt whatsover?

3. What kind of propaganda did the Japanese government create to help convince its people of the righteousness of their cause?

4. Why did Japanese civilians refuse to surrender?  Why were they willing to commit suicide rather than surrender?

5.  Give 3 examples that show that the Japanese people had been swayed by their 

government’s propaganda.
Part III:  FDR and The Four Freedoms

1.  After watching the short video segment and reading the above quote, what do you think Roosevelt meant when he gave his “Four Freedoms” speech?

2.  Do you think Norman Rockwell interpreted the Four Freedoms in a way Roosevelt meant them to be taken?

3.  After we finish studying WWII, come back and answer this question:  Did the U.S. uphold the Four Freedoms in battle and at home?

Part IV - Minorities in WWII
Read Chapter 12, Section 3 in your textbook, The American Vision and answer the following questions:
1.  What role did minorities play in “the war effort” during WWII? 
2.  How did WWII affect minorities on the Homefront?  

a.  African Americans


b.  Mexican Americans
c.  Native Americans

d.  Japanese Americans

To answer questions 3-6 refer to the handout readings about minorities during WWII.

3.  Give two quotes which demonstrate the pride Gene Carter had from being one of the Tuskegee Airmen.

4.  What effect did the Tuskegee Airmen have on both black and white Americans?

5.  Why were Navajos chosen to be code talkers?  How did the process work?  

6.  In spite of the internment camp program in the U.S., many Japanese-Americans enlisted voluntarily in the army and were assigned to the 442nd regiment.  Why did they take this action in the face of such obvious racism?

Japanese-American Internment 
1.  According to the video “Japanese Relocation”, why were Japanese interned in relocation camps?
2.  According to the video “Japanese Relocation”, what activities occurred in internment?

3.  Read the selection from Haruko Niwo.  Describe FOUR ways that her account differs 

from the account presented in “Japanese Relocation.”

4.  After reading the journal from an internee at Manzanar what similarities and differences do you see in the internment diary you were given and the U.S. government video (Japanese Relocation) and Haruko Niwo’s account?


Part V - Life at Home During WWII
1.  What steps did the government take to mobilize industries and labor for war production? (pgs. 573-578)
2.  What direct effects did government controls have on the everyday lives of Americans at home? pgs. 591-593
Part VI - The Century: America at Home During WWII

1.  Why would America need the efforts of all its people in order to win WWII?

2.  Keep a list of ways that Americans at home could support the war effort.  You should have at least 6 (I found 10).

3.  Why were so many women eager to work outside the home during WWII?

4.  How many planes and tanks were being made each month?  How long did it take to make ships?  Why were these production numbers so important to the war effort?

5.  Why were the newsreels so important to many Americans during WWII?

6.  How did WWII affect teenage girls?

7.  Why was FDR’s death so significant in America?

Part VII:  Significant Wartime Events
1.  Read Chapter 12, Section 2, in your textbook The American Vision.  What are the similarities between the Battle of Coral Sea and the Battle of Midway?

2.  Military strategy during WWII was often developed at conferences between the Allies.   For each conference refer to the page mentioned in your textbook, The American Vision.  Mention what was decided at each conference and why it would be important. 

a. Casablanca Conference (pg. 599)

b. Tehran Conference (pg. 601)
c. Yalta Conference (pg. 628) 
3.  What was a kamikaze?  Why was it significant for Japan and the U.S.?
Part VIII - The Air War and its Effects - John Kenneth Galbraith from The Good War
1.  According to Galbraith, what was the “great principle of American war strategy”? Was this strategy effective?  Explain using Galbraith’s THREE examples.

2.  How was the bombing of Tokyo any different from the German bombing campaigns?

3.  What overall conclusion did Galbraith make about the American air war in WWII?

4.  According to Galbraith, was using the atomic bomb on Hiroshima and Nagasaki a military necessity?  Why or why not?

Part IX - The Decision to Drop the Atomic Bomb

1.  After reviewing the eight sources from the handout “Decision to Drop the Atomic Bomb”, discuss the THREE most compelling arguments in favor and against using the atomic bomb on Japan in August 1945.
going through his mind? 
