Immigration in the United States

Race and Social Justice in U.S. History

Part I - Coming to America

To answer the following questions please refer to PowerPoint presentations and pgs. 255-263.

1.  What shift occurred between 1890 and 1900 in reference to where immigrants were coming from?  (look at the chart on 256).

2.   Imagine that you lived in an Eastern or Southern European country in 1890.  What are some PUSH factors and what are some PULL factors that would make you want to leave your country.  After reading the selection from The Devil’s Highway (in class handout), please add more to the push/pull factors.
                                Push Factors



Pull Factors

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3.  What difficulties/challenges do you think you would face in coming to America?
For Questions 4-6, please refer to the reading “A Walk Through Ellis Island” (in class handout):

4.  What did a typical immigrant experience during the 2-3 hours they spent at Ellis Island?

5.  How were stereotypes used by inspectors to speed up their job?

6.  What was written on the jackets of immigrants?  Why?

Part II - Immigrants In America

1.  Look at the appropriate Power Point slide.  What would be your worries as you waited for the ferry to NYC?

2.  Difficulties Faced By Immigrants.  What fear is being shown by each of the following political cartoons or video clip shown in the Power Point presentation?

a. Skeletal Immigrant:

b. The Great Fear of the Period:

c.  The Swarm:
.

c. Uncle Sam
d.  The Comet:

e.  Leo Frank Video Clip:


f.  Ellis Island Questions:


g.  Angel Island Questions:

3.  In class handout:  Ellis Island vs. Angel Island.  Why do you think the Angel Island questions were so different from the Ellis Island questions?

4.  In 1908, the United States and Japan completed the Gentlemen’s Agreement.  While this limited the emigration of laborers, it did open the door for women to migrate as family members.  Why did more Japanese women take advantage of the opportunity to emigrate? (read pgs. 248-251 in A Different Mirror).  

5.  To what extent did each of the following help immigrants deal with the many difficulties they faced in the United States? 

a.  Ethnic Communities(pg. 256)

b.  Political Machines (pg. 261)

c.  Social Gospel (pg. 269)

d.  Settlement Houses (pg. 269-270)

e.  Public Education (pg. 270)

6.  Overall Question:  Do the statistics provided in the three charts (in class handout) support or refute the claim that Samuel Huntington makes in his book, Who Are We: The Challenges to America's National Identity?

Huntington quote:  “…in the late twentieth century, developments occurred that, if continued, could change America into a culturally bifurcated [divided] Anglo-Hispanic society with two national languages.”

