Expansion of the United States and the Road to the Civil War
Race and Social Justice in U.S. History

Part One – Expansionism and Its Effects

Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper.

1.  Read “The Utmost Good Faith Shall Always Be Observed Towards Indians” (1787) on pg. 31-32 in Race Relations in America.  If you were Native American, and read this law, how would you feel toward the new U.S. government?  Why?

2.  What was meant by the term Manifest Destiny?  Why was it a term that the U.S. government might want to have its people believe? (pg. 193, in The American Vision).

3.  Several non-white / non-Americans were negatively affected by westward expansion.  For each group listed, specifically mention how, and when they were negatively affected by the United States push westward:

a.  Native Americans (pg. 185)

i.  Read “A Great Many Talks From Our Great Father” (1830) on pg. 49-50 in Race Relations in America. Why was Speckled Snake reluctant to trust the U.S. Government (who referred to itself as the Great Father)?  Was Speckled Snake correct?

b.  Mexicans (pg. 195-196)

c.  Slaves (pg. 195-198)

4.  After reading the handout, “Anti-War Sentiment in the Mexican War”, please discuss at least THREE reasons some Americans protested the Mexican American War.

5.  Read “A Doubtful State of Quietness” (1847) on pg. 80-81 in Race Relations in America.  What effect did the Mexican War have on Native Americans in Texas?  

6.  By 1871, the United States had completely changed its stance (with respect to the law) toward dealing with Native Americans.  Compare what you read in “The Utmost Good Faith Shall Always Be Observed Towards Indians” (1787) on pg. 31-32 with “No More Treaties” (1871) on pg. 133.  Explain how U.S. policy had changed.

Part Two - Daily Life of Slaves Questions
Read the account Twelve Years A Slave to answer the following questions:
1.  What difficulties did a slave encounter while picking cotton?

2.  “Slaves were treated like property rather than human beings”.  Is this a fair statement?  Give FIVE examples from the reading to back up your stance.

3.  According to the 2nd part of the reading, Solomon was a “driver”.  How does he use his position to help his fellow slaves?  If you had been in Solomon’s position would you have done a similar thing or would you have turned down the job?

4.  Where do you think Solomon came from?  Africa?  Or was he born into slavery?  Or did he come from a Northern family?  Explain your choice.

To answer the following questions please watch the video “All Night Forever”.

5.  What difficulties did slaves face (health, etc.)?

6.  What event caused the incredible expansion of slavery?  Give some statistics to prove that this was the cause of the expansion.

7.  Why is the title “All Night Forever” an appropriate one?


Part Three - Road to the Civil War Survey

Many historians think there were three causes of the Civil War – political (struggle for power between the North and the South), economic (the struggle over property and resources), and social (the struggle over slavery).  The following events are generally felt to be some of the biggest long-term causes of the Civil War.  After discussing the event as a class, state what your own opinion is about the event by circling which cause you think best fits the event.   Be sure to defend your survey choices in the space provided.

1.  Missouri Compromise (pg. 183)
   Political Cause
Economic Cause
Social Cause

Explain your choice:

2.  Compromise of 1850 (pg. 196)
  Political Cause       Economic Cause
 Social Cause

Explain your choice:

3.  Kansas-Nebraska Act (pg. 197-199)    Political Cause
   Economic Cause
     Social Cause 

Explain your choice:

4.  Dred Scot Decision (pg. 199)      
    Political Cause
  Economic Cause
     Social Cause

Explain your choice:

5.  After which event or year what do you think the Civil War was bound to happen?

Part Four – The Failure of Compromise

Earlier, we mentioned how compromise created the Constitution.  Some of these compromises strengthened the Union while others weakened it.  By 1850, compromises were no longer holding the union together.  

What caused the following compromises to fail?

1. Compromise of 1850

2. Kansas-Nebraska Act

Part Five - The Impending Crisis

1.  Why was John Brown’s failed raid at Harper’s Ferry a significant event on the road to the Civil War?

2.  Why was the Election of 1860 the immediate cause of the Civil War?

3.  Look at the graph on pg. 208.  Which section of the country was more prepared for the Civil War?  North or South?  GIVE FOUR SPECIFIC FACTS FROM THE CHART TO BACK UP YOUR STATEMENT.
Part Six – Black Soldiers in the Civil War
Refer to the reading “The Fight for Equal Rights:  Black Soldiers in the Civil War” to answer the following questions:

1.   Why couldn’t blacks enlist in the Union Army until mid-1862?

2. Find the following statistical information:

a.  Number of Black men enlisted in the Union Army:

b.  Number of black soldiers who died during the War:

c.  Number of black officers in the Civil War:

d.  Number of black soldiers who earned the Medal of Honor:

3.
What difficulties did black regiments face during the Civil War (please include at least 5 examples)?

Part Seven – Glory – Video Questions

1.
Why do you think Colonel Shaw agreed to take command of the Massachusetts 54th regiment?

2.
Why did Colonel Shaw treat the training recruits so hard?  Do you think he was right to do this?  Explain your answer.

3.
Why did Colonel Shaw give all of his officers and recruits a chance to leave the Union Army.  Why did everyone stay?  

4.  
Give at least FOUR examples of how Colonel Shaw attempted to win the loyalty of his troops. What event led him to do this?
5.  
Why did Sergeant Rollins hit Tripp?  What was the point of the speech he gave after hitting Tripp?

6.
Why is the title Glory appropriate for the following characters:

a.  Colonel Shaw (Matthew Broderick) 
b.  Thomas (Andre Braugher) 

c.  Sergeant Rollins (Morgan Freeman)

d.  Tripp (Denzel Washington)

