
Ellis Island Interview Questions 

(from ship manifest, February 24, 1900)

Questions 1-20 (out of 29)

1. What is your name?

2. What is your age?

3. What is your sex?

4. Are you married or single?

5. What is your calling or occupation?

6. Are you able to read and/or write?

7. What is your nationality?

8. What is your last residence?

9. What is your final destination in the United States?

10. Do you have a ticket to this final destination?

11. By whom was your passage paid?

12. Do you have any money?  If so is it more than $8.30?  If not, how much do you have?

13. Have you ever been to the United States before?  If so, where?

14. Are you going to join a relative here in the United States?  If so, where?

15. Have you ever been in prison or almshouse?

16. Have you ever been supported by charity?  If yes, state which.

17. Are you a polygamist?

18. Are you under contract, expressed or implied, to labor in the United States?

19. What is the condition of your health, mental and physical?

20. Are you deformed or crippled?  If yes, describe the nature and the cause.

Discussion Question:

What were the differences in the types of questions being asked by you and your partner?  What do you think accounts for this difference?

Angel Island Interview Questions 

(from interview with Ng Shee on May 9, 1914)

Excerpted 21 out of a total of 132 questions

1. What is your name?

2. How old are you?

3. Are you married?  

4. How old is he?

5. How many times has he been married before?

6. What is his first wife’s name?

7. How high was your husband’s house?

8. What was the house built of and what was the color of the front?

9. How many rooms did you have?

10. How many windows were on the street?

11. Who owned the furniture in these rooms?

12. What day were you married?

13. Was there any music accompanying you?

14. How were you dressed for the occasion?

15. When did you take off the veil?

16. Did you take it off yourself?

17. Your husband had nothing to do with the removal of your veil?

18. Did you and your husband buy your tickets for this country at the same time?

19. What is your husband’s occupation?  Did he ever tell you about life in the U.S.?

20. Your husband says that he told you all about life in the U.S. and he intimates thereby that you know his occupation?

Discussion Question:

What were the differences in the types of questions being asked by you and your partner?  What do you think accounts for this difference?
Directions:  Ask your discussion group partner the highlighted questions.  Then, once you have both asked your questions, answer the question that follows.
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