World War Two

Prelude to War, Homefront, and the War

American Spirit, The Enduring Vision, and Video 
Prelude to War
A.  Read  “Roosevelt Pleads for Repeal (1939)” on pgs. 321-322 in American Spirit.  

1.  In 1937, FDR gave what became know as his “quarantine speech”.  In it he said, 
“When an epidemic of physical disease starts to spread, the community approves and joins in a quarantine of the patients in order to protect the health of the community against the spread of the disease. War is a contagion, whether it be declared or undeclared. It can engulf states and peoples remote from the original scene of hostilities. . . . We are adopting such measures as will minimize our risk of involvement, but we cannot have complete protection in a world of disorder in which confidence and security have broken down.  If civilization is to survive the principles of the Prince of Peace must be restored. Shattered trust between nations must be revived.”  

How did Roosevelt defend his repeal of the Neutrality laws in the reading?  Given what he said in his “quarantine speech” two years earlier, do you think Roosevelt was sincere in his reasoning? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

B.  Read “Senator Vandenberg Fights Repeal (1939)” on pgs. 322-323 in American Spirit.  How does he argue against repeal of the neutrality laws?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

C.  Read pgs. 786-787 in your textbook The American Vision.  Who won the battle of repealing the neutrality laws?  Give at least two specific examples to back up your stance.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

D.  Read “Togo Blames the United States (1952)” on pgs. 336-337 in American Spirit.  Where did he lay the blame for the attack on Pearl Harbor?  How does he justify this stance?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

E.  The Century:  America’s Time: “Japan’s Rise to Power”





1. What similarities do you see between the Japanese and German governments of the WWII era?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

2. Why did so many Japanese soldiers willingly commit atrocities in China and feel no guilt whatsover?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

3. What kind of propaganda did the Japanese government create to help convince its people of the righteousness of their cause?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

4.   Why did Japanese civilians refuse to surrender?  Why were they willing to commit suicide rather than surrender?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

5.  Give 3 examples that show that the Japanese people had been swayed by their government’s propaganda.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
The U.S. Homefront During WWII

1.  Read “The War Transforms the Economy” (pg. 340-343).

a.  What are THREE advantages of the new wartime economy for the United States?


1._____________________________________________________________________________

2._____________________________________________________________________________

3._____________________________________________________________________________
b.  What are THREE disadvantages of the new wartime economy for the United States?

1._____________________________________________________________________________


2._____________________________________________________________________________


3._____________________________________________________________________________

c.  Why did the West experience tremendous growth in industry during WWII?

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
2.  Read the section “Racism and New Opportunities”, “War and Diversity”, and “The Internment of Japanese Americans” in The Enduring Vision (pgs. 802-806), and answer the following questions:

a.  In what ways was racism evident toward the following minority groups during WWII?

1. African Americans:____________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
2. Mexican Americans:___________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
3. Japanese Americans:___________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
4. American Jews:_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
b.  Discuss any efforts by minority groups or the U.S. government to stop discrimination against the groups listed above.

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Japanese-American Internment
1.  According to the video “Japanese Relocation”, why were Japanese interned in relocation camps?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

2.  According to the video “Japanese Relocation”, what activities occurred in internment?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
3.  Read your Manzanar Internment Diary Selection.  Then in a small group of four compare your selections.  Were there similarities between the video and the entries?  If so, what?  Were there differences between the video and the entries?  If so, what

Similarities___________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Difference___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
4.  Read “Tule Lake Internment Camp” (on download page).  Answer the questions below.
a. How was Tule Lake different from other internment camps?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
b. What was renunciation?  Why did some internees renounce, and how did this decision come back to haunt some after the war?

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Wartime Conferences and Implications 

1.  Read “Stalin Resents Second Front Delays” (pg. 356-358) in American Spirit.  Why were the decisions of Roosevelt and Churchill at the Washington Conference so alarming to Stalin?  What aspects of his response would have troubled Roosevelt and Churchill? Why?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Read “Sherwood Defends FDR” (pgs. 359-360) in American Spirit.  

a.  What was “unconditional surrender”?  Why did some feel this policy might prolong the war?  Why did Sherwood feel this policy wouldn’t prolong the war specifically with respect to Germany?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
b.  According to Sherwood, what was FDR’s purpose in declaring “unconditional surrender”?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Read “Hull Opposes Unconditional Surrender” (pgs. 361-362).  What are his TWO objections to the policy?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

4.  At the Potsdam Conference, Truman learned of the successful test detonation of the atomic bomb in the New Mexico desert.  Read “The Decision to Drop the Atomic Bomb” (on download page), and answer the questions.
Document 1

Why did President Truman feel that the atomic bomb had to be used against enemy targets?







Document 2
Why did Admiral Leahy feel the use of the atomic bomb on Japan was unnecessary?







Why did Admiral Leahy think the use of the atomic bomb on Hiroshima and Nagasaki was ethically wrong?







Document 3

Why did Stimson think the use of the atomic bomb on Hiroshima and Nagasaki was a terrible thing to do but better than any alternative?







Document 4

How did Eisenhower defend usage of the atomic bomb?






Document 5

Why did Bernstein feel "a sunburst of deliverance" when the atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima?







Document 6

What observations did the doctor make about the effects of the bombing on his city?







Document 7 

Watch the video segment from “White Light, Black Rain”.  Describe two scenes that would support NOT dropping the atomic bombs.  Describe one scene that would support dropping the atomic bombs.












