Issues and Politics in the late 19th Century

American Spirit Readings

Issue #1 – Civil Service Reform

Read “Schurz Applauds Partial Gains (1893)”, pg. 49-50,  and answer the following questions:

1.  According to Schurz, what are the benefits created by the passage of the Pendleton Act of 1883?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2.  What are the drawbacks that Schurz sees to the Pendleton Act of 1883?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Issue #2 – Tariff / Surplus Reform

Read “Cleveland Pleads for Tariff Reduction (1885), pg. 54.
1.  What are Cleveland’s two great arguments in favor of tariff reduction?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read “McKinley Pleads for Protection (1890)”, and Mills Challenges McKinley (1890)” – pgs. 129-131

2.  How does Mills challenge McKinley’s support for new and higher tariffs?  What dangers does he see by increasing tariffs?  What does he see as the solution?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Issue #3 – Farmers in Crisis and the Rise of Populists

Read “An Iowan Assesses Discontent (1893), pgs. 122-123.

1.  What are FOUR pressing concerns discussed by the writer?  Explain why each is a concern.

A.______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

B.______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

C.______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

D.______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2. Read “Mrs. Lease Raises More Hell”, pgs. 123-124.  Which of the concerns mentioned in “An Iowan Assesses Discontent” is Mrs. Lease most concerned with?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Issue #4 – Free Silver

Read “Coin’s Financial School” – pgs. 137-38

1.  What does “Coin” see as the biggest obstacle America must overcome on the road to bimetallism?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Read “Bryan’s Cross of Gold (1896)”, pg. 141-42.

2.  How can Bryan see the battle for free silver as a fight in defense of “our homes, our families and posterity”?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3.  Bryan sees the struggle over bimetallism as a struggle between which two groups?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

