Depression and New Deal

Case Study:  The AAA (Agricultural Adjustment Administration)

1.  Read “The Planned-Scarcity Scandal” (1934) on pgs. 304-305.

a.  What is “planned-scarcity”?  Who was responsible for it?

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

b.  Why does Norman Thomas refer to “planned-scarcity” as an “indictment of the civilization which brought it about”?

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Read “Wallace Puts People Above Pigs” (1935) on pgs. 305-306.

a.  In the reading, Henry Wallace spends much of his time defending the “planned-scarcity” program of the AAA.  For each of the topic below, summarize the defense Wallace presented:


1.  Pig Slaughter:___________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________________________


2.  Destruction of foodstuffs:_________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________________________


3.  Acreage Control:________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________________________

b.  Why does Wallace see industry (he uses the example of pig iron) as more reprehensible than the planned-scarcity of the AAA?

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Look at the cartoon below (March 24, 1933).  What concerns (don’t just write the concerns from the cartoon, explain the concern) does the cartoonist represent?  How would Henry Wallace respond to these concerns?
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______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

4. The AAA was found unconstitutional in 1935 in the case U.S. v. Butler.  Research this case.  What was the argument made by the Supreme Court in declaring this case unconstitutional?  How did Congress get around this interpretation with its Soil Conservation and Domestic Allotment Act?

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

