1960s-1980s

A.P. Homework


1. Look on pg. 865 in your textbook.  List the laws that were part of the Great Society which specifically targeted the subject of Michael Harrington’s book The Other America. (5 points)

2. Read “Secretary McNamara Opposes Further Escalation” pg. 478-484 in American Spirit.  Why does McNamara refer to success as a “possibility” rather than a “probability”?  What steps does he suggest should be taken in order to have a greater chance of success?  What does he see as the most crucial part of his 5-point success plan?” (8 points)

3. Discuss the significance of the following Warren Court decisions (10 points):

a. Yates vs. U.S.


e.  Miranda v. Arizona
b. Engel vs. Vitale

f.  Loving v. Virginia
c. Abington v. Schempp
d. Gideon v. Wainwright 


1. Discuss and describe how the following groups became more activist during the 1960s.  Some information can be found in your textbook, pgs. 892-897 (10 points):

a. Native Americans


d.  College Students (pg. 906-912)
b. Mexican-Americans


e.  Prisoners – Attica (see attached)

c. Women 

2. Discuss how things had changed (if at all) for these groups in the 1970s (pgs. 937-947). (5 points)

3. What were Jimmy Carter’s foreign policy successes and failures? (5 points)

4. What was the significance of the Vincent Chin murder? (see attached) (2 points)

5. One journalist referred to the aftermath of the Vincent Chin murder as “the awakening of the model minority.”  What do you think was meant by this? (2 point)

6. What were the successes and failures of foreign policy during the Reagan Administration? (5 points)

Background of the Attica Prison Uprising

Source:  http://www.socialistworker.org/2001/377/377_11_Attica.shtml ON 

SEPTEMBER 9, 1971, some 1,200 inmates at Attica prison in upstate New York revolted against inhuman conditions. Thirty years later, a new full-length documentary called The Ghosts of Attica will premiere on Court TV in September.

With nearly 2 million people languishing behind bars in the U.S. today, the story of Attica needs to be told. In a standoff that lasted five days, the rebelling prisoners stayed strong in their determination to win their 28 demands for better conditions.

What began as a spontaneous riot quickly became a highly organized rebellion. Inmates took over Cell Yard D. There, they put up makeshift tents for sleeping, organized food distribution and even set up a hospital. They democratically elected a leadership to negotiate their demands.

But their hopes were crushed. Under orders from New York Gov. Nelson Rockefeller, about 500 state troopers attacked the prison compound, firing more than 2,000 rounds of ammunition in nine minutes. The assault left 39 people dead, including 10 guards who were being held as hostages. Photos of the scene show inmates being shot at even as they retreated.

Within minutes, the state retook the prison. But the repression was far from over. Prisoners were stripped naked and forced to crawl in the mud and walk on broken glass. They were physically assaulted, burned with cigarettes and threatened with castration and death. These torture practices continued for months.

State officials tried to cover up what took place at Attica. The first reports from prison authorities claimed that rebelling prisoners slit the throats of guards when the assault began--a lie that the mainstream media were quick to spread. But autopsies of the dead hostages revealed that they had been killed by bullets from Rockefeller's gunmen.

The Attica rebellion captured worldwide attention. Under heavy pressure, Rockefeller was forced to establish a commission to investigate the riot, its causes and the aftermath. The commission concluded that the prisoners' rebellion was the result of "frustrated hopes and unfulfilled expectations"--and that Rockefeller's assault caused "senseless killings."

These findings were obvious to the inmates. As Richard X Clark, a leader of the rebellion, later wrote: "I'll tell you what caused the riot at Attica: Attica." The prison was a fortress, with a 30-foot-high, 2-foot-thick wall and 14 gun towers surrounding the compound. Inside the walls, the atmosphere was charged with racism.

More than 60 percent of Attica's prison population--which numbered 2,200 inmates in 1971--was Black or Latino, while 100 percent of the guards were white. Blacks received the worst job assignments and the harshest discipline. Forced to spend 14 to 16 hours in cells no bigger than a bathroom, the inmates were treated like caged animals. 

During the rebellion, men who had been treated like the scum of society--both inside and outside prison walls--took charge of their own lives and organized a democratically run inmate community. These "Attica brothers" were radicalized by the massive social upheavals of the 1960s and 1970s--from the Black Power movement to the struggle against the Vietnam War.

And during their struggle, the inmates were themselves transformed. "Suddenly, the sun was shining, and everyone was smiling," Clark wrote later of the rebellion. "I felt liberated; I had a sense of freedom... I don't think I'll ever forget that first night out in the yard. There was a feeling of peace and security I had never known before. Certainly not in all the time I had been inside prison."

The inmates also overcame deep racial divisions. New York Times reporter Tom Wicker, who the prisoners asked to serve as an observer, wrote: "The racial harmony that prevailed among the prisoners--it was absolutely astonishing...That prison yard was the first place I have ever seen where there was no racism."

The story of the Attica Rebellion shows people fighting back under the most repressive circumstances--men at the very bottom of society who rose up and demanded an end to their oppression.

The Fifteen Proposals from the Attica Prisoners
1.  Apply the New York State minimum wage law to all state institutions. STOP SLAVE LABOR. 

2.  Allow all New York State prisoners to be politically active, without intimidation or reprisals. 

3.  Give us true religious freedom. 

4.  End all censorship of newspapers, magazines, letters and other publications coming from the publisher. 

5.  Allow all inmates, at their own expense, to communicate with anyone they please. 

6.  When an inmate reaches conditional release date, give him a full release without parole. 

7.  Cease administrative resentencing of inmates returned for parole violations. 

8.  Institute realistiv rehabilitation programs for all inmates according to their offense and personal needs. 

9.  Educate all correctional officers to the needsof the inmates, i.e., understanding rather than punishment. 

10.  Give us a healthy diet, stop feeding us so much pork, and give us some fresh fruit daily. 

11.  Modernize the inmate educational system. 

12  Give us a doctor that will examine and treat all inmates that request treatment. 

13.  Have an institutional delegation comprised of one inmate from each company authorized to speak to the institution administration concerning grievances (QUARTERLY). 

14.  Give us less cell time and more recreation with better recreational equipment and facilities. 

15.  Remove inside walls, making one open yard, and no more segregation or punishment. 

Background on Vincent Chin Case
Jun 5, 2002
By the United Asian American Organizations, University of Michigan-Ann Arbor

Source:  http://www.politicalcircus.com/archive/article_802.shtml

On June 19, 1982 Vincent Chin was beaten to death with a baseball bat. At the time, the American auto industry was in a crushing recession and much of the hostility was directed at Japan. Chin was a 27-year-old Chinese American who was celebrating his bachelor’s party in Detroit.

Mistaking Vincent for a Japanese American, two white autoworkers began to harass Vincent with racial epithets and a fight broke out. When the men were thrown out of the bar, Ronald Ebens and Michael Nitz retrieved a baseball bat from their car and Vincent Chin ran for cover.

After a half hour pursuit, the men surprised Vincent in a parking lot. Nitz held Vincent down while Ebens beat his head four times with the bat. The impact cracked Vincent’s skull and he died 4 days later in the hospital.

On March 18, 1983, Ronald Ebens and Michael Nitz pleaded guilty to killing Vincent Chin. Judge Charles Kaufman sentenced them to 3 years probation and fined them $3,780. Explaining the light sentence, Judge Kaufman stated, “These aren’t the kind of men you send to jail … You fit the punishment to the criminal, not the crime.” Neither man spent a single day in jail for beating Vincent Chin to death. 

The brutal murder and light sentence outraged the Asian American community. In Detroit on March 31, 1983, Asian Americans founded the American Citizens for Justice to lobby for a federal trial for Chin’s murderers. The campaign was spearheaded by journalist Helen Zia, lawyer Liza Chan, and Lily Chin – Vincent Chin’s mother. Rallies in Detroit, San Francisco, and Los Angeles awakened sleeping Asian American communities and attracted national media attention.

The national API mobilization succeeded in winning a federal trial. On June 5, 1984, federal prosecutors charged Ebens and Nitz with violating Vincent Chin’s civil rights. After 23 days of deliberation, a Detroit federal jury acquitted Nitz but found Ebens guilty of violating Chin’s civil rights.

At last, after 2 years of struggle, justice came for Vincent Chin.

Defense lawyers won a federal retrial for Ebens and Nitz in Cincinnati. On May 1, 1987, the jury acquitted Ebens and Nitz of violating Vincent Chin’s civil rights. Ronald Ebens and Michael Nitz never spent a full day in jail for the murder of Vincent Chin. Crushed by the failure of the justice system, Lily Chin left America and returned to China.

Although the movement for a federal trial did not gain justice for Vincent Chin, it was far from a failure. The movement gave a resonant political voice to previously silent Asian American communities across the nation. The murder of Vincent Chin was the seminal event that sparked the Asian American civil rights movement. In his death, Vincent Chin was immortalized as a symbol of the Asian American struggle for acceptance.
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